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he has become one of the most conspicuous
composers now living. What Wagner did for
the ancient German legends, Doctor Sibelius
has in his own magnificent way done for the
Finnish myths in Finland's national epos,
He has translated the Kalevala into the
international language of music/'

The time for leaving America was approaching.
Sibelius was not allowed to leave the soil of America
before promising that he would return in the
following year for a tour with public performances
in all the more important towns of the country.
However, the Great War was destined to upset this
programme completely. Sibelius could have no
presentiment of this in the hour of farewell and he
looked forward with pleasure to paying another
visit to the New World which he, too, had learnt to
appreciate. In the relations between America and
the Finnish composer mutual affection had been
established.

" America was not only an entirely new country,
it was also an entirely new climate. There was
much there that impressed me as genuinely
American, but at the same time much that was
reminiscent of Europe, Above all, however, the
atmosphere, the feeling in the air, was quite
unique. Wealth meant a good deal, of course,
but cultural interests were also pursued to a greater
extent than was imagined at that time in Europe/*
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